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University of Montana
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NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
June 14, 1991
UM NAMES NEW EDUCATION DEAN 
MISSOULA —
Donald L. Robson, head of Montana State University's education 
department, has been named dean of The University of Montana School 
of Education.
He'll begin his new job Aug. 15 and earn $65,000 a year. He 
succeeds retiring Dean John Pulliam, who has held that job since 1987 
and also was dean from 1982 to 1985.
"I think one of the reasons my candidacy was taken as seriously 
as it was was that we've just gone through semester conversion here 
(at MSU) and will start this fall," Robson says. UM will switch from 
quarters to semesters in fall 1992.
He adds that a top priority at UM will be preparing the 
education school over the next three years for review by the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education.
"The issue there is that so far, under NCATE's new accrediting 
system, about a third of the institutions that have applied for 
accreditation haven't received it," Robson says of the 2-year-old 
method. "It's a much more rigorous process."
A professor of educational administration, Robson became the 
head of MSU's education department in 1990 after serving as acting 
head since 1987. He's also headed MSU's educational services
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department and directed the university's Bureau of Educational 
Research and Field Services.
Before joining MSU's faculty, he directed Purdue University's 
Institute for Evaluation in Educational Systems and was a high school 
principal, director of special education, and speech and language 
therapist in Clawson, Mich., public schools.
His many articles include ones on "Legalizing the Educational 
Decision Making Process," "The Effects of Product Development on 
Educational Change for the Handicapped" and "Administrating 
Deregulation of Special Education."
Robson earned a doctorate in K-12 educational administration at 
Michigan State University and two degrees at Wayne State University 
in Detroit: a master's in special education administration and
bachelor's in speech pathology.
His appointment is subject to approval by the state Board of 
Regents.
###
Contacts: Professor Donald Robson, 994-3120; Don Habbe, UM provost
and vice president for academic affairs, 243-2311
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